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CAPTIONS AND TEXT SCRAPBOOK TWO
TAB 1

A Look at Life

in

The Relocation Centers

1942-1946

A Pictorial Study

by

Emily U. Light

Teacher in Tule Lake, Jerome and Topaz

TAB 2


One of many such orders issued throughout March and April 1942.

TAB 3


With Evacuation, “home” for 110,000 uprooted people meant a Relocation Center with row after row of tar paper barracks such as these at Tule Lake.


From one corner of Tule Lake, Mt. Shasta could be seen.

TAB 4


All Relocation Centers were encircled by a fence and guard towers which were manned by military units living beyond the fence.


Tule Lake, part of which is pictured above, eventually had a triple fence and 43 guard towers.  In addition, six antiquated but impressive-looking army tanks patrolled the area, and machine guns were in evidence throughout the Center housing people against whom no crime was ever charged.

WHY? WHY?

Under the sky

Under the day sky 

Still

Under the sky of night

Hovers a city - 

A city of 

Monotonous

Tar-paper barracks, 

Set on a barren base

A dusty bed of alkali -

Under a blue sky

Under the sparkling clear night sky.

Guarding the city

Stands a row of towers.

Stands a fence.

Stands another fence.

Stands one more fence.

But no flowers.

It is too barren, dusty, dry

For flowers.

Who peoples this city?

Who breathes the dust mist?

The deceptive mist,

Rising like the morning mist

In the cool, green valleys of home.

They are the little people

Who carry parasols against the sun,

Whose sturdy porcelain dolls,

Called children,

Must in this place

Play in the dust;

Slide down the dust heaps, 

Warmed and befriended only

By the sun.

Why are they here?

Committed here?

Committed what?

Some crime?

The crime of living

In a time:


Of wars


Of hating


Of forgetfulness



That man is man,



That all men are



One.






–Patricia Bond, Teacher






  in Tule Lake and Topaz

TAB 5


Each Evacuee could take with him only what he could carry.  Upon arrival at a Center, he found furnished by the government one cot per person and one stove per family.  Ingenuity cared for the rest.  Scrap lumber became precious, as did rusty nails straightened and put to use.   (Jerome.  The chair, table and settee in this barracks home were made by M. Makimoto of 7-06-F.  Photographer Tom Parker)

A Nursery School staffed mainly by Evacuees helped celebrate Tule Lake’s first Labor Day.

TAB 6


Bobby Kaneko scored a hit!


With teacher ingenuity put to the test, we opened the Tule Lake schools on schedule September 14, 1942.  Some first-graders are shown below.

TAB 7


Second graders in class and on the playground at Topaz.


Special classes were established in all Centers.


Assembly programs were held, such as these in the Jerome Center.

TAB 8 


None of the Center schools could have functioned without the aid of many Evacuee volunteers.  They were a wonderful, capable and dedicated group of people.  Some we trained briefly on the job before giving them charge of a class.  Training continued as they taught.  Others were used as classroom aides or office workers.  According to responsibility, each was paid, by government edict, $14.00 or $16.00 a month.


Tule Lake’s farm helped feed Evacuees in several of the Relocation Centers.

TAB 9 


Harry Makino managed Tule’s Poultry Farm.


Co-ops were established in all the Centers.  This is one in Jerome.  

TAB 10 


Our pig farm flourished.

TAB 11


A Harvest Festival was held replete with a parade, floats, displays and refreshment booths.


One of many participants of the Harvest Festival Parade.

TAB 12


Farm foremen were justifiably proud of their produce.


Tule’s Cal Club also participated as Henry “Pop” Omachi (U.C.B. ‘42) posed as Cal’s oldest graduate and paraded with a young hopeful.  (Photographer Francis Stewart)
TAB 13


O-mikoshi concluded the Harvest Festival Parade.


After the Harvest Day Parade came activities on the fire break.

TAB 14


In all Centers, as at Tule Lake, Internal Security was in the hands of Evacuee wardens.


A warden car patrolled each Center.

TAB 15


Recreation Committees came into being very early in all the Centers.  Yukio Shimoda, above, initiated a unique Cabaret internationale Program.


A Thai dance was performed.

TAB 16


Champion weight lifter Americk Ishikawa participated in the Cabaret.


Ard Kozono, fireman, took time for a Ziegfield number.

TAB 17


Hospitals, such as this nearly completed one in Jerome, provided health care in each Center.  Note the many drainage ditches.  The need for them will be commented upon later on.


The chief medical officer in each Center was always a non-Evacuee even though many an Evacuee might have been better qualified.  (Such was also true of all Center departments.)  Professionals, such as Dr. Sugiyama and Dr. Akamatsu shown below on either side of me, were paid $19.00 a month for their dedicated service.  Aides, like all Evacuee non-professionals, were paid $14.00 or $16.00.


Another $19.00 a month Evacuee, Dr. Kawahara, dentist, is shown in Jerome.  Such salaries barely paid professional fees of Evacuees so involved.


TAB 18


All Centers appeared as dreary, drab and dusty as Jerome pictured above.  All but a very few trees were cleared when Jerome was built on floodlands of the Mississippi.  Many Centers had no trees at all.  Center life meant barrack after barrack for block after block.  In the center of each block was still another barrack used as a mess hall and another one for the latrines.  Each barrack chimney marked a family unit.  Any spark of originality or attractiveness depended upon the imagination and skill of each Evacuee occupying the unit.


Ditches, not quite as deep, surrounded each block yet the Evacuees found they often needed to dig additional ditches around each barrack hoping to keep them dry.

TAB 19


Building on Mississippi floodlands meant digging a deep irrigation ditch around all of Jerome.


Yet–when the rains came, so did the floods.


While in Jerome from December through June, not once did I ever see the Center completely dry. 

TAB 20


Homes in Tule Lake were heated by coal trucked to a central pile in each block.  From there an Evacuee would carry the coal he needed to his barrack.


Temperatures varied greatly, often as much as 50 to 75 degrees in a day.  Ground frozen in the morning would become seas of slush and gooey mud in the afternoon only to freeze again at night.

TAB 21


Tule Lake could get very cold, as this view of a fire break indicates.


Nearby trees provided Jerome’s fuel.  Oaks and gum trees were felled and hauled to the Center.

TAB 22


With toil and sweat Evacuees then split the logs to get their own firewood.


Note the wood piles at each door.  Block 7 was one of the few blocks which had trees so, of course, it was used in November to depict camp life by an official photographer.

TAB 23


With declaration of war Nisei in the armed forces, with few exceptions, had been discharged with classifications such as physically, or mentally, or morally unfit.  Such actions rankled terribly yet, when Nisei acceptance was resumed over a year later, many were the volunteers.  Tak Matsui and George Sumida were among those who were to return on furlough to visit their still-detained families.  Oh, the irony of it all!



Tak and I had taught Sunday School together.


George had been a warden when his family was in Tule before transferrals toJerome, then Topaz.


The now-famed “442nd” composed of many Relocation Center Nisei as well as Hawaiians of Japanese ancestry went on to become our country’s most decorated and honored unit.  Too often, this meant that memorial services, such as these in Topaz, were held for sons, brothers, or husbands of families held by our country behind barbed wire.

TAB 24


Religious services, Buddhist and Christian, were held in the barracks or mess halls as were all other facets of camp life.


A group of summer volunteers meet with Rev. George Nishimoto, one of the Topaz Evacuee Ministers.


Evacuee-elected Councils handled many affairs within the Centers.  Seen at the Ad. Building are Rev. Kitagawa, Council adviser and a busy minister, and Harry Mayeda, “Mayor of Tule Lake.”


Note two of the tanks brought in by the military in preparation for the segregation of the so-called “disloyal”.  Father Dai and Harry relocated before this segregation became a reality.

TAB 25


Some of our youth group (two on furlough) gather at 2-6-CD, my home while at Topaz.


Some attendants at a Tule Lake Y.P.C.C.

TAB 26


Some evacuees dug for shells.  Formerly, the Tule Lake area had been a big lake partially drained to provide homestead sites for W.W. I veterans who, in turn, were deterred by the area’s frequent dust storms, storms which also meant a gradual covering of the drained area.  Many beautiful pieces were made of the lake bed shells.


Children at play.

TAB 27


Life carried on...


Some couples met, 


Some couples married,


Some babies were born and...


Some people died.


Accompanied by a staff member and with official permission, Evacuees occasionally could climb Castle Rock outside the Center fence bout within the Area fence.  Such times meant an enjoyable respite from routine camp life, whether just for the climb, for a picnic, or to marvel at a sunrise or sunset.  Consistently, at Tule Lake, they were unusually beautiful yet from only one corner of their residential area could Evacuees normally see them in all their glory.  Just one more of Evacuation’s many, many ironies.


The pauses that refreshed!

TAB 28


At all the Centers, too, “Outside” was seen through a fence such as this ne showing our railroad siding and Castle Rock.  (Tule Lake - Sept. 18, 1943)


In time another form of “relocation” was set in motion at the ten Relocation Centers.  Evacuee students who could do so were encouraged to continue their studies at inland colleges.  Evacuees who could find employment inland also were encouraged to relocate.  Farewells at the gate were well attended as those remaining behind wished departing Evacuees good luck and Godspeed.

TAB 29


But in each of the Centers there was no escape from the ever present, watchful guard towers whether at


Tule Lake, California 


Jerome, Arkansas


Topaz, Utah...


–or at any of the other seven Centers:



Amache, Colorado



Gila River, Arizona



Heart Mountain, Wyoming



Manzanar, California



Minidoka, Idaho



Poston, Arizona



Rohwer, Arkansas

TAB 30


Tule’s housing problems were handled by these Evacuees gathered around Mr. Smith, their supervisor.  (Photographer Francis Stewart)  

We felt “on top of the world”...


as we looked down n the row after row of barracks we called home.

TAB 31


Inevitably...within each Center just as with “Outside”...day followed night...night followed day...and now we see night as it came...this time to the Topaz Relocation Center.

